[Esophageal cancer surgery; importance of surgical quality control].
In esophageal cancer, the rate of lymphatic metastasis is higher than any other gastrointestinal cancer. The morbidity and mortality rate of esophageal surgery is still high. In order to reduce high morbidity and mortality rate, esophageal cancer surgery is recommended to be performed at a high-volume hospital in Europe and United States. In Japan, "3-field lymph nodes dissection surgery" has been established for complete lymphatic clearance, and the overall survival has improved. This surgical procedure is now recognized as a standard surgery for advanced esophageal cancer by "Japan Esophageal Society". However, even in Japan, the morbidity and mortality rate of esophageal cancer surgery is higher than gastric or colonic cancer surgery. For rationale of esophageal cancer surgery, we have to continue to improve our surgical quality such as preserving bronchial artery or pulmonary branches of the vagal nerve.